162                   Robespierre s Opinions.               [CHAP.

constitutional priests. His experience in the insurrectionary-
commune of Paris had convinced him that the bourgeois of
France would not be sorry if the progress of the Revolution was
now to stop, and matters return in some respects to what they
were under the " ancien regime." And he knew that unless
these bourgeois could be controlled by being made to distrust
their own strength, and could be frightened by a system of
terror, they would speedily cause a reaction, which would
make the last state of the people worse than the first. A
strong and centralized government, with powerful engines for
creating such a terror, was what was necessary to control the
bourgeois, as well as to put an end to the anarchy all over
France. Therefore it was that, highly moral man and opponent
of bloodshed as he had proved himself under the old regime,
he did not condemn the massacres in the prisons. "When he
came to sit in the Convention, he saw that he had many
enemies about him. Opposite him sat the Gironclins, whose
leader, Brissot, had been engaged in open battle wifch him, not
only on the question of the war, but on nearly every other
topic which was discussed during the session of the Legis-
lative Assembly, and he knew that it was war to the knife
between them. Further, besides hating the Girondin leaders
as his own enemies, he despised them as half-and-half states-
men. They saw the terrible anarchy they had brought upon
France, in addition to the dangers of foreign war and of
invasion, and yet they were more interested in dreaming and
haggling than in at once establishing a powerful government.
They expressed a fear of a strong executive, and became almost
hysterical at the notion of a dictator. Such men he regarded
as obstacles to the establishment of a powerful government in
France, which should terrify her enemies abroad and carry out
the ideas of Rousseau at home, and these obstacles must be
made to give way. His desire to see fulfilled in France
Rousseau's fancy of absolute equality was the weak point of
Robespierre's policy. He dreamed of a France where all men
should be equal, where all men should start fair on the great
race of life, equally equipped with education appropriate to